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ONE JOURNEY



What are my options?

https://www.raise.me/careers/life-physical-and-social-science/physicists-and-astronomers/particle-and-nuclear-physicists/

https://www.raise.me/careers/life-physical-and-social-science/physicists-and-astronomers/particle-and-nuclear-physicists/


Which research path to follow?
or blaze a new trail?

National Lab Academia Industry



Other options?

https://www.aip.org/jobs/profiles/nuclear-physics-jobs

https://www.aip.org/jobs/profiles/nuclear-physics-jobs


Any degree in physics opens paths

any PhD opens even more paths



ROADSPh.D.

Paths my colleagues found

Patent Lawyer Medicine Gov’t Policy Journal Editor

PLUS: Wall Street, Data Science, Engineering, Computer programming, and more



ROADSMake new

Side gigs can also turn into careers

with or without PhD

Communication Comics Poker Startups



These determine which paths open

Skills gained Opportunities taken People met

• Computer Programming

• Data Analysis

• Design

• Hardware

• Technical Writing

• Teaching

…

• Committees

• Outreach

• Tutoring

• Publishing

• Grant writing

• Extracurriculars

…

Are the most important

They open doors and 

show you where to find 

new ones

+ LUCK



My path JINA 

Outreach

(soft money)

2011-2020

Diversity

Research

& Consulting

Analyzing data 

without grant writing 

or publishing 

(no money)

2012-present

MSTCi &

Science Café 

Community 

involvement and 

politics

(no money)

2012-2019

Teaching

… for experience

(no money @ ND)

2015-2018

(one year @ HCC)

2015

Director Regional 

Science Fair,

Warrior Scholars

Campus involvement

(stipends)

2016-2019

2018-19

Teaching

… as career

(firm money @ ND)

2019-2020

(firm money @ MCC)

2020-

Crossroads

Grant Administration

Consultant

APS

Museums

Data Science

Faculty



CHOICEthe ultimate

depends upon your values

Prestige

Independence

& Flexibility

Money

Societal

Impact

Work-Life

balance

Location

Intellectual

challenge


